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A Tale of Two Miracles
Acts 9:32-43

Introduction:
It was the best of times; it was the worst of times, 
“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times, 
      it was the age of wisdom; it was the age of foolishness, 
it was the epoch of belief; it was the epoch of unbelief 
     it was the season of light; it was the season of darkness, 
it was the spring of hope; it was the winter of despair, 
    we had everything before us; we had nothing before us, 
we were all going directly to heaven; 
we were all going directly the other way.” 
Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities, English novelist (1812 - 1870) 
I. Restoration from the Bed – 9:32-35

Question: How does God get His work done, in this age or any other age?

Answer: He uses people. Many people are used in this miracle.

A. How Peter Got There – 9:32

﻿“Now it came to pass, as Peter went ﻿﻿through all parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda.”
It came to pass - Ἐγένετο – It came to be. But it was not by chance, God had it all planned. All Peter knew was that God wanted him to preach and teach in that region. When he is finished here, he will be in the right spot to open the door to the Gentiles in.
B. How Aneneas Got There – 9:33
﻿﻿ 
“There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed.”
God had him there early, waiting for this moment.

C. How Jesus Got There – 9:34
﻿
“And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, ﻿﻿Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately.”
Jesus was not physically on the earth, so, if He is going to be there, someone will have to take Him. 
D. How the Message Got There – 9:35
So all who dwelt at Lydda and ﻿﻿Sharon saw him and ﻿﻿turned to the Lord. 
II. The Resurrection from the Dead – 9:36-43
A. The Pattern of Dorcas in Life – 9:36


1. What She was Called. 

﻿“At Joppa there was a certain disciple named ﻿﻿Tabitha, which is translated ﻿﻿Dorcas.” 
 Zibiah in Hebrew               Tabitha in Aramaic. 

 Dorcas in Greek                  Gazelle in English
A Gazelle is a graceful creature. Dorcas was that, and more.

2. What She Contributed.


This woman was full ﻿﻿of good works and charitable deeds which she did. 
She was full of good works and charitable deeds
B. The Passing of Dorcas in Death – 9:37-39

1. Where She was Laid – 9.37
﻿“But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in ﻿﻿an upper room.”
2. Why She was Lamented – 9:38-39
a. Why Peter was Summoned to the Funeral – 9:38
“And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them.”
Peter had been used by God to heal in chapter 3 and 5. He had been involved in many other miracles. His reputation was known throughout the land.
b. What Peter was Shown at the Funeral – 9:39

“Then Peter arose and went with them. When he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them.”
C. The Praising of Dorcas’ New Life – 9:40-42
1. The Supernatural Awakening of Dorcas. – 9:40-41
﻿“But Peter ﻿﻿put them all out, and ﻿﻿knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he ﻿﻿said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. ﻿Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive.”
Jesus performed a similar miracle in Mark 5. Peter, James and John were with Him. Here, Peter does what he had seen Jesus do.
2. The Spiritual Awakening of Joppa – 9:42-43




“And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord. So it was that he stayed many days in Joppa with Simon, a tanner.”

The miracle was not what saved the people. It got the attention of the people, then the Gospel was given: Jesus paid for your sin on the cross. The resurrection proves that the Father accepted His sacrifice.
If you believe that you will receive eternal life.
Nothing in your past is in view.

Nothing in your future is in view.

Only your present is in view.

Do you now believe? Yes! Then you have eternal life. When does “eternal” end? 

Now the past comes into view – your sin debt, that you had in the past, is gone.

Now your future comes into view -  
Conclusion:

